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Mr. Eddie, The New Southern Comet. 


XT*VIII. 6, 


The New Southern Cornet. Observations made at Graham's Town , 
Cape of Good Hope. By L. A. Eddie. 


1888, February 25.—I obtained this morning a good view 
of the comet now visible in our south-eastern heavens, situated 
in the constellation Telescopium. It has a very condensed 
nucleus, equal in magnitude to a 4th magnitude star. The tail 
could be traced to r Telescopii , 8° from the nucleus, and it 
possessed some considerable lustre to a point about 3 0 from the 
head, where it w 7 as fully 30' in breadth. A decided curvature 
could be observed with the concavity towards the south. When 
viewed through the 9^-inch Calver it appeared a magnificent 
object of a deep golden colour, with highly condensed nucleus 
possessing a nucleolus, or tiny point of brilliant light in the 
centre. The nucleus was more sharply defined on its posterior 
border, but no dark interval was traceable. There was but little 
coma preceding the nucleus, but that around and behind was 
remarkably brilliant, and was very markedly curved on the 
southern border immediately surrounding the nucleus. The 
southern border of the tail was more sharply defined though 
more rugged in its outline. It was rendered invisible to the 
naked eye by the daylight at 5 o’clock ; the Sun rose at 5*49. 

When viewed in the reflector as the day advanced it assumed 
a variety of interesting forms. 

At one time it appeared as a barbed spear, the barbed head 
resembling two wings; then these faded away and it resembled 
a ball of fire on the end of a luminous stick ; lastly a fluffy ball 
of pale light alone remained, all vestige of tail and surrounding 
coma having faded away. 

February 28.—The comet was scarcely visible to the naked 
eye owing to the brightness of the full Moon at 3 11 30 111 a.m. 

It did not appear to have increased in brilliancy. The only 
change I could detect was a widening of the coma in advance of 
the nucleus, and a slight trace of dark intervals therein dividing 
it into cometic envelopes, as in Coggia’s Comet of 1874, 

March 4. — After a number of cloudy mornings comet 
again visible in a clear sky. Notwithstanding the brightness 
of the moonlight it formed a conspicuous object with a tail 
3 0 in length to the unaided vision. On comparing it with the 
neighbouring objects I concluded that it had slightly increased 
in brilliancy, and was equal to a star of 3^ mag. When viewed 
in the reflector the tail appeared ruddy, and the nucleus a 
greenish yellow. The latter was very brilliant, and surrounded 
by a coma which seemed to proceed in a double jet of faintly 
luminous matter from the centre of the nucleus to a short 
distance in front of it, and was then bent back to the right and 
left into the tail, the interval between these jets being filled with 
cometic matter of still fainter luminosity. The tail immediately 
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"behind the nucleus was remarkably bright and condensed 
towards its axis. 

March 5.—Comet bright but still much marred by moonlight; 
no perceptible change either to naked vision or in telescope. 

Approximate Positions. 


Uraliam’s Town M.T. 
d h m 

Feb. 24 15 15 
27 16 15 
March 3 16 o 


il ill Of 

R.A. 19 48 FT.P.D. 138 35 

„ 20 11 „ 133 45 

„ 19 22 „ 125 50 


March 19.—The comet is still visible, and was last seen by my¬ 
self on the 17th, when it appeared to be still equal to a 4th mag. 
star, and when viewed in the 9-inch Calver, a very bright object, 
with a tail of highly condensed matter which bore well a power 
of 100. The nucleus appeared to be slightly diffused on the 
preceding border. The tail was 6° in length before Venus-rise 
on March 13, when I obtained a favourable view of the comet; 
but after Venus-rise it could not be traced further than 2-|° or 
3 0 beyond the head. When viewed in the reflector the tail could 
be seen as sharply defined on both borders to about 2 0 , where it 
suddenly narrowed to about half its width, the northern half 
only being continued with sharp outline on its exterior, but 
rugged on the interior. 


Approximate Positions. 
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Sextant Observations of Comet a, 1888. 

By Captain James Clarke, s.s. Others. 

(Communicated by Captain II. Toynbee.') 

1888, February 26, 4 a.m., apparent time at ship in latitude 
30° i’ S., longitude 48° 30' W. Greenwich date, February 25, 
19 11 i8 m 10 s . 


Comet bearing from 

99 99 

99 99 


Antares 
a Centauri 
Altair 


Length of tail from nucleus, 4 0 . 


S.E. by S. 46 11 
East 46 48 
S.W. by S. 55 15 
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